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‘(the hamza is produced by a 
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q (a heavy k sound) 


sudden stop in the airstream 
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similar to the sound in the 
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middle of the exclamation, 
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uh-oh .) 
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th (is pronounced like the th in 
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y, i, i 


thick and thumb) 


tit 


Radiya Allahu ‘anha — may Allah 


j 




be pleased with her (used follow- 


h (a heavy h sound produced in 




ing mention of a female companion 


the center of the throat) 




of the Blessed Prophet JIO 


kh (a guttural k sound produced 
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Radiya Allahu ‘anhu — may Allah 


in the upper throat and sounding 




be pleased with him (used 


similar to the ch in German as in 




following mention of a male 


Bach) 




companion of the Blessed 


d 




Prophet §£) 


dh (is pronounced like the th in 
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Radiya Allahu ‘anhum — may Allah 


though and thus ) 




be pleased with them (used 
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following mention a group 


z 




of companions of the Blessed 


s 




Prophet Jfc) 


sh 
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Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam - may 


s (an emphatic s) 




the peace and blessings of Allah 


d (an emphatic d) 




be upon him (used following 


t (an emphatic t) 




mention of the Blessed Prophet Jl>) 


z (an emphatic dh) 




Subhanahu wa Ta'dld — Sublime 


\ ‘a, V, ‘u (produced in the center 




and High is He 


of the throat) 




‘alaihi al-Saldm - may peace be up- 


gh (a guttural g sound produced 




on him (used following mention 


in the upper throat) 
/ 




of prophets) 
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Publisher's Note 



By the grace of Allah Madania Publications is honored to present 
a new revised and extended translation of Hadrat Dr. Ismail Memon’s 
book on hijab. We ask Allah to use this book to help bring Muslims 
back to the authentic teachings of His Beloved Messenger j§&. 

Hijab is one of the most commonly misunderstood teachings of 
Islam. Many Muslims have forgotten the importance of this command. 
Often, even those who wish to practice hijab are not fully aware of 
all of its requirements. We thus felt that it was important to publish 
this book so that the authentic teachings of the Blessed Prophet 
regarding the golden standard of hijab, which is closest to taqwa, is 
preserved and so that the proofs defending the prophetic practice are 
highlighted — because if we do not uphold the prophetic standard, it 
may be lost in due time. 

The purpose of this book is not to explain the wisdom or worldly 
benefits of adhering to the Islamic commandments of hijab. Rather, 
this book is written for those who accept the authority of the Qur’an 
and hadith and want to know what the legal Shari'a ruling is in re- 
gards to hijab. This book aims to present the Quranic ayas and hadith 
on the subject, which speak for themselves, along with the opinions of 
scholars which are closest to the path of taqwa so that those seeking 
the life of taqwa may find guidance. This book is for the person who 
asks: “What is the proper and best way I can practice hijab, as it was 
practiced by the Prophet’s Js community, according to the Shari‘a?” 

We recognize that due to the cultures and societies many of our 
readers have been raised in, they may have a difficult time accepting 
some of the authentic teachings of the Sharia regarding hijab. They 
must remember however that the rational person will not object to a 
command once he or she knows that the command is from Allah 
and His Messenger The sin of objecting to a command which is 
clearly a part of Sharia is far worse a sin than failing to practice that 
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command. It is therefore vital for those who feel they are unable to 
fully practice the teachings found in this book not to raise objection to 
the teachings of the Qur’an and hadith, nor ridicule those wishing to 
live the life of taqwa. Readers should keep in mind that the purpose of 
this book is to educate the reader regarding the practices of believing 
women at the time of Prophet and about the importance of follow- 
ing their noble example. 

Madania Publications is honored to present to you this truly excel- 
lent resource on the commandments of hijab according to the Qur’an 
and Sunna. We pray that this book is helpful in assisting the believ- 
ing men and women to follow the best example taught by the Blessed 
Prophet on how to live the life of modesty and taqwa. 

MADANIA PUBLICATIONS 
Friday, January 7 th 2011 
Buffalo, NY, USA 

“For him who holds fast to my Sunna, at the time of the 
corruption of my Umma, is the reward of 100 martyrs.” 

--Our Blessed Prophet [Sunan Al-BaihaqI] 
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Translator’s Note 



All Praise be to Allah We praise and seek guidance from Him, 
we have fairh in Him and we place our trust in Him. We seek the 
protection of Allah from the evil of our nafs (self) and our deeds. 
May He shower salat and saldm on our Blessed Prophet j§& and on his 
family and his Sahaba d|t. 

I have made every attempt to use simple and contemporary English 
in the translation of this book. However, where a simple English 
word could not be found to convey the meaning [as was the case 
many times] either the original word in Urdu or Arabic was retained 
with a footnote explaining its meaning or a word from old English 
was substituted. Such words have been italicized and are defined in 
the glossary. 

I also edited the book leaving out some parts from the original 
text which were repetitious. These editorial changes were reviewed 
and approved by the author of the original book, Dr. Muhammad 
Ismail Memon Madani. 

My main objective in translating this book was to provide my 
Muslim brothers and sisters and our youth living in North America 
and other Western countries with an authentic piece of work in the 
English language on the necessity of hijab so that they could read 
it and appreciate the wisdom behind these golden commandments 
of Islam. 

May Allah accept this work and make it useful for those who 
truly desire to learn and practice Islam in their lives. 

DR. MOHAMMAD SADIQ 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Ramadan 18, 1414H 
March 1, 1994 
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Revised Translation Note 



All Praise be to Allah May Allah shower salat and salam on our 
Blessed Prophet Jls, on his family, and his Sahaba d|t. 

In this revised edition of the book, several points were the focus 
of revision. The overall formatting needed to be updated according to 
modern standards. Although for the most part I used the same transla- 
tion that was completed by our respected Dr. Sadiq, I translated those 
portions which were eliminated in the previous edition. The hadith 
and Quranic text in Arabic along with their meaning have also been 
corrected and additions have been made where necessary. Now, the 
book contains all the contents which are present in the original book. 
Punctuation and capitalization have been revised throughout the 
whole book to meet the changed rules of the language. These changes 
were reviewed and approved by the author of the original book, Dr. 
Muhammad Ismail Memon Madani. 

May Allah accept this work and make it a sadaqajariya for the 
author, his family and for all those who have contributed to this work. 

S. AHMAD 
Buffalo, New York, USA 
Sha ban i, 1431H 
July 13, 2010 
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introduction 



MANY ISSUES are of the kind in which there never was any difference 
of opinion in the Umma. In fact, if anything, there is complete con- 
sensus on these issues. However, these are the days of ‘reform.’ ‘Free- 
dom from old traditions’ seems to have become the motto. Attempts 
are being made to approve and accept as lawful everything that was 
forbidden in Islam. Many agreed upon matters are being presented as 
controversial. One such issue is that of hijab. 1 One hears claims from 
everywhere that there is no ruling in Islam about hijab. Some present 
inaccurate translations of the ayas in this regard while others bring 
forth deviant interpretations. Still, others outright reject the ahadlth 
in this respect. 

In Western countries, the philosophies and ideologies of non- 
Muslims are more readily available and prevalent than the teachings 
of Islam. The literature about Islam found in such countries is writ- 
ten mostly by non-Muslims or by westernized Muslims who have 
obtained degrees in Islamic education under the tutelage of non- 
Muslims. They therefore view the Qur’an and hadith of the Blessed 
Prophet ja through colored glasses. As a result, they themselves go 
astray and lead others on the wrong path as well. In this way, doubts 
are being created about the commandments of hijab also. 



i Hijab literally means “screen”, “curtain”, “partition” and “concealment.” In the 
verb form, it means “to conceal oneself” or “hide from the view.” In the Shari‘a, 
it means to cover, conceal or hide oneself from view of those men with whom 
marriage is or may become permissible. 
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Hijab, and all that it comprises, is an Islamic injunction and reli- 
gious guidance based on the Holy Qur’an, the ahadlth of the Blessed 
Prophet j§&, the opinions of the Islamic jurists, as well as the practice 
of our pious predecessors. For this reason, it has been an established 
practice in our Umma from the dawn of Islam. It is not an innovation 
that came about on its own and then evolved into a cultural practice 
and finally turned into an Islamic injunction within Muslim society. 
Such modifications cannot be expected in a divine constitution that is 
preserved [against change] and which is broad and inclusive [of every 
matter and issue]. But, for sometime now, the hijab issue has polarized 
Muslims in its practice and beliefs. Consequently, doubts have been 
raised in people’s minds, which have led to questions about the legal 
status and the basic truth about hijab. 

Under the influence of western civilization, the practice of women 
going out without hijab has resulted in reactionary and extreme points 
of views. This has caused further doubts about its principles and its 
legal limits. On the one hand, it is claimed that the legal limits of hijab 
are the product of the conservatism of traditional scholars. [Those who 
make such claims do not suffice with] choosing not to observe hijab 
for themselves, but actually use it as a way to promote the belief that 
bringing women out in the open is the need of the day in addition to 
it being a ruling of the Shari‘a. On the other hand, [in other circles] it 
is considered heretical to even make mention of the flexibility of the 
Shari'a in the matter of hijab. This viewpoint has been stretched so 
far as to incorporate the traditional and cultural limits imposed on 
women as also being a part of the Sharia. 

It is, therefore, necessary to present the true teachings of the Qur’an 
and Sunna on this matter. May Allah give us the true understanding 

of the Sharia and the courage to practice it. In the end, I would like to 
thank my dear sons Muhammad Mansoor and Muhammad Ibrahim 
who truly proved to be my hands and arms in writing this book. I am 
also thankful to my dear friend, Maulana Muhammed Abd al-Muizz, 
who reviewed the transcript and suggested valuable changes which have 
made the book more beneficial and better organized. May Allah Jga 
enrich their knowledge and accept them in the service of His Din and 
bless them with success of this world and the Hereafter. 
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Note : These days, the word hijab often translated in English as “heads- 
carf” is misleading, as it does not correspond with its meaning and pur- 
pose in the Qur’an and Sunna. The correct translation is “something 
that covers and conceals completely.” 

DR. MOHAMMAD ISMAIL MEMON MADANI 

Dhu al-Qa'da 26, 1410H 
June 20, 1990 
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Chapter i 



Evidence from the QurXn 



THE RULES AND REGULATIONS which govern rhe social relations 
between men and women are the cornerstone of human society which, 
when violated, result in the destruction of an entire society. This may 
be readily witnessed in various time periods in the history of human 
civilization. Hence, Allah provides clear boundaries on this topic 
in the Qur’an. In some ayas, men and women have been asked to lower 
their gazes; in another aya, women are instructed not to speak softly 
when addressing men and still, in another aya, the Sahaba were told 
to talk to women from behind a curtain if they needed anything. 



f| THE AYA OF HIJAB 



The scholars of Qur’an [mufassirun ] agree that the commandment 
regarding hijab for women was revealed in the following aya of Surat 
al-Ahzab, because of which this aya is often referred to as “the aya 
of hijab:” 
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O you who believe, do not enter the houses of the Blessed 
Prophet j&, unless you are permitted for a meal, not [so early as] 
to wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, go inside. 
Then, once you have had the meal, just disperse, and [do] not [sit 
for Ion ft being keen for a chat. This [conduct of yours] hurts the 
Prophet, but he feels shy of[tellinft you [about it], but Allah $g. 
is not shy of the truth. And when you ask anything from them 
[the blessed wives of the Prophet], ask them from behind a curtain. 
That is better for the purity of your hearts and their hearts. It is 
not allowed for you that you hurt Allah’s 4®? messenger, nor that 
you ever marry his wives after him. Indeed, it would be an enor- 
mity in the sight of Allah 4®*. 1 



In rhe above aya, we find some rulings and commandments of the 
Islamic way of life pertaining to: 

a Invitations for meals and the conduct of guests 
b Hijab for women 

c Prohibition of marriage with the wives of the Blessed 
Prophet J§s after his demise 

Since (a) and (c) above are not related to our topic, I will only present 
the details of (b). 

The hijab was mandated for women in this aya of Surat al-Ahzab 
as they were not required to observe hijab before the revelation of 
this aya. 

The scholars of Qur’an are unanimous that the injunction in 
the above aya includes all women, though it specifically addresses 
the wives of the Blessed Prophet j§k. This same methodology is used 



i 33:53 



2 



